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Who am I?
Clinton Baker, PE

Mississippi State University, Dec 2009

ALDOT Roadway Designer June 2010
Area Design Engineer June 2015
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Who else was involved?
ALDOT
• Jeff Webb
• Scott Hester
• Eli Borrelli
• Jud Young
• Allen Teague
• Mr. James D. Brown
• Mr. John R. Cooper

AECOM
• Eddie Lobdell
• Ryan Eckenrode, Steven Cox
• Mandy Phillips

City of Decatur
• Fmr Mayor Don Kyle
• Dewayne Hellums, MPO
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Where is it?



Traffic 
Generators

The Shoals Athens
Calhoun 
Comm. 
CollegeIndustry

Industry

Industry
Industry





What’s 
the 

problem?
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How bad 
was it, 
really?
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Created 5/1/2013

Shown in Decatur Daily 
5/12/2013



As shown for 
Public Hearing
5/16/2013



My claim to fame



Revised after 
Public Hearing 
comments
5/23/2013
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Origin-Destination Study

Lobdell said they would look at “how 
traffic flows through that entire area 
— whether there are some people 
(who) are trying to avoid that 
intersection and going through the 
historic district.”

Decatur Daily, 9/3/13



Not-so-smooth sailing
• Design started – Spring 2013

• Several months of discussions with two adjoining historical districts 
and SHPO

• Something about a toll bridge?

• Project letting – Feb 2015









One EB Lane Two EB Lanes Three EB Lanes





How does it look for the long run?
• Projected LOS E in 2031.

• Analysis performed before Polaris, before Toyota/Mazda

• Anything further would require drastic (i.e.: grade-separation) 
changes.

• But in the end...



One last thing

T H E   T H A N K S G I V I N G   P R O J E C T



But we never said which year!
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